PRESS RELEASE

The Department of Neurology, JIPMER is conducting a CME "Epilepsy more
than seizures” on 9" February 2019, Saturday at SSB Auditorium, JIPMER. This is in
connection with International Epilepsy day which is observed on the second Monday of

every February and it falls on 11" February this year. This is a joint initiative of
International League Against Epilepsy (ILAE) and International Bureau for Epilepsy
(IBE), to promote the awareness about epilepsy and to highlight the problems faced by

people with epilepsy, their families and caregivers. This has been the fifth consecutive
year the department is conducting the CME in connection with International Epilepsy
day.

Epilepsy is a longstanding non-communicable disorder of the brain characterized
by recurrent seizures which affect people of all age groups. Epilepsy is one of the most
common Neurological disorder worldwide affecting more than 65 million people, which
is about 1 in 100 persons. Worse still, more than 70% of people with epilepsy in low-
income countries do not get proper treatment. The cause is unknown in 6 out of 10
epilepsy patients but among the remaining, it may be related to brain damage sustained
from birth injury, road traffic accidents, and infections like neurocysticercosis and

tuberculosis or stroke or due to brain tumors, more so in a country like India.

The CME will be inaugurated by Dr. R.P. Swaminathan, Dean(Academic).

Dr.Ashok Shankarrao Badhe, Medical Superintendent, Dr.Sunil K Narayan, Prof. of



Neurology, Dr. Pradeep Pankajakshan Nair, HOD, Neurology, will speak on the

occasion.

Prof.Sanjeev V Thomas Who is a leading Epileptologist & Head department of
Neurology, Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute of Medical Sciences and Technology,
Thiruvananthapuram and past President- Indian Academy of Neurology will speak on
challenges faced by women with epilepsy. Prof.Sanjeev is an authority with international
eminence in the field of epilepsy and pregnancy. Dr. Bindu Menon, Head, Neurology,
Apollo Hospital, Nellore, Dr.Anathanarayanan.K, Pediatric Neurologist, MGMC,
Puducherry will deliver lectures in CME. Dr.Kesavan, Dept. of Pharmacology,
Dr.Srinivas, Dept. of Pathology and Dr.Preeti Kandasamy, Dept. of Psychiatry from
JIPMER will also talk on different aspects of epilepsy. We are expecting around 150
delegates from different departments of JIPMER and other medical colleges of

Pondicherry.

In the afternoon, there will be quiz competitions for Under Graduate and

postgraduate students.
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