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(PREVI'sNTION OF ATROCITIES) ACtt 1909
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Lot
to prevent the commission of offences of atrocities against the members

of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, to provide for

Special Cuurts for the trial of such offences and for the )elief and re-

habilitation of the victims of such offeur!1 and for matters coavecte l
therewith or incidental thereto.

Be it enacted by Parliament In the Fortieth Year of the Repetblic of

Irtdiu its fullowe;-
CIIAPTEIt I

NIMLIMINAIIY

1. (1) 'I'bis Act may be called the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (P:eventtuu of Atrocities) Act, 1909.

(2) It extends to the whole o(lndla except the Stott. of Jammu unJ

N ushmlr,

(3) It shall come Into force on such date as the Central Governmrnt

n)ay, by notification in the Otliciul Gazette, aplwint.

(1) In this Act, unless the context oll.erwise requires.-

(a) "atrocity" means au oflence..puni shaLle under section 3;

(b) "Code" means the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973;
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(c) "Scheduled Castes rand Scheduled 'Tribes" shall have the

rncanints nssigued to tllent rc:;LActivcly under clause (24) and clause
(25) of urtlele Jtki of the t'wistiluliun

(d) "Special ('ourt" nu:ons a Court of :;es,iun specified us a
Special Court in secllon 11;

(c) •'SI)CCial POOIIc Prosecutor" ineans it Public Prosecutor speci-

fied as a Special Public Prosecutor or an advocate refereed to in sec,
lion 15; '

(f) words alld Cxpnessiuns need but not defined in this Act and
del lied in the Code-or the In:lic.n Penal Code shall have the meanings
assigned to them respectively in the Code, or as the cuss may be, in
the Indian Penal Code.

(2) Any reference in this At In any enactment or any provision

thererf shall, in relation to an art,; in which such enactment or such pro-
vision is not in force, t:c construed as a reference to the CurtC:;punding law,
if an j, in force In th.t area.

CIIA1'"1.1•;I( 11

0rr tti C L_ 'i r4' ADOCi I TI 13

unirh. I /;I. (1) \Vlloever , no: being a member (if it Scheduled Caste or u :;che-. rmatt- o r)-ded Tribe -
eltenr of
A nVrl ln'_

V

i. ill IMolt.

(I) forces V laiurber of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled "'rit,e
to drink or eat any inedibl: u, obnoxious substance;

(ii) acts with i•ttcttt ill cause injury, insult or annoyance to tiny
nienrber of a Scheduled C .,te or :t Scheduled Tribe by dumping ex-

creta, waste natter, careas;es ut any utlicr obnoxious substance ii his -
premises or neighbcurbor.•f;

(iii) forcibly re'nove:, clothes frurr, the person of a mernber of a
Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe or parades hits naked er with
painted face or body or commits any ;iulilar act which is derogatory
to human dignity;

(lo) wrongfully occupies ur cultivates any land owned by, ill
allotted to, or notili.'d by oily competent authority to Ile allotted to, a

member of a Scheduled Caste or .1 Scheduled Ilihe or, gets the land
alluttecJ to him lean lerr:'d; I '

the

/Vi) compels nl cell ;,, -. :, mcmbc- of , Scheduled caste ol a
S.:hcJuled Tribe I. du ':.,•C:,r• or other ,runner fur u,s of forced or
nand .- d lubcur lit r 1) on any compulsory service for public pul-

uses 'mposed by ;uvctr, rnen:;

('. forces Cr intir.ridalr-a a rnemtcr of a Scheduled Caste „r
a .'xu J Tribe tot to vote or to vote to a particular ctudidalc or
it vt ,:... a rtrnr . r ott:cr than that prrvided by law;

(a) wruur;fully .pup,. csc:•ses o nlcotbcr of a Scheduled Ci plc
Scheduled 't'ribe fn•,n Its Lind or prcnlise > or Interferes vvrtlt
enjoymetrt of his rl-,Iits over any land, prcnnses or w:dcr;
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(viii) institutes Pulse, malicious or vexatious suit or criminal or

other legal proceedings against a t:;ember of a Scheduled Casio or a
Scheduled Tribe;

Ox) gives any false or frivuluus iufurnwticn to any public ier-
vu:tt and thereby causes ouch public setvant to use his lawful powerto the injury or _nnuyance of a member of a Scheduled Caste or aScheduled Tribe,

\ (x) iutenIionatly
insults or intimidates with intent to huiniliute

a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe iu any placewithin public view;

(Xi) assaults „r uses force
to any woman belonging to a Sche-

duled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe
with intent to dishonour or outrageher modesty;

(xii) being in it position to dominate the will of a woman be-
longing to a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe and uses that
position to exploit her sexually to which she would not have other-
wise agreed;

(.u:ii) corrupts ur fouls the water of any spring, reservoir or

other source ordinarily used by numbers of the Scheduled Castes
or the Scheduled Tribes so as to render ,t less (it for the purpose for
which it is ordinarily used;

(xiv) denies a utember of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled
Tribe any customaryright of passage it, t, place of public resort or
obstructs such member so as to prevent him from using or having
access to a place of public resort to which other members of public
or any section thereof have a right to use or access to;

(sv) furces or cause, it member of a Scheduled Caste or a
Scheduled 'hribe to leave hi, huuse vill:,^'e or otbc. pl:a•-' Of resi-
dence,

sl;all be pwtislwLle Hith imprisonment for a terns Which shall not be
loss than six mouths but whtcn may extend to five y . rs and with flee.

(2) Whoever , not being a member of u Scheduled : Cduled tribe,- stc ar a She-

(i) give, or fahricatc , fe;sc evi ^n :e in :ndh r ,:,
o '..rL it to

;:d Cast e cr a h ..!, ,t rf .t' to t _ s
!, II(t. is (Jrhal by t _^ G.
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rives ur lttlnicalc:, luj-4 evidence intending thereby to
kuuwu ,- it to be tikjlj that !. r will thereby cause, any

x .^ i.uud t:n,tc {! a ;;, L^dulcil:Tribe to be Convicted
ICC iyi, t .:,.!i,l..itt.w 1 ill i;l.ahi, vault iull,rtoouul.4i:

for t menu of :... it

which may rxh :nr, 1 1 )

n .....
uf..v.,.. ;, Su„ll t )it1114 na6:e with

11 au^l not in less lhuli six months
:.c^, o yI is c- upw:u-ds and with line;

out

(,y): Cotn,,ut, oti;rtiirt l,y fin_ of ally explosive substance in-
tm.Jing to t nc,.,r ; -t it, i„ i:i,t ly that he will thereby cause
tlittiat;e IC y , ,:I,Ctlj ,.Pa:;l(;:ni; 11 a inctnbcr of a Scheduled
Caste or a :ic hLL!leu "II lit:, ;hall .,c punishable with imprisonment
for a terrn whic h shall IIII be le-, than ;ix months but which may
extend to evell jcurs a i,.,=. with thine; I

(iv) cunuuit r:lirchi'! i,y lire or any exl• uoive substance in-

tending to cause o; hnuwiub it to be likely that he will thereby cause

destruction of a:iy bu ll;rt•; ruin. h i> ordinarily used as a place of

worship or as a fiance tat' iltinaii nv;clling or as a place for custody

of the property by a nisi.:bt,r of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled

Tribe, shalt be in.nc.IwLle with iloini;unrnenl for life and with fine;

(u) cuioinitIlly ulleneo iendrr the Indian Penal Code punish- ' 45 of tbb
/ able with iwpni:.il.nieilt hn ,, tetln of tell years or inure again'-it a jrt:r-

son or property' „n the p,i_,tand that such person is a member of a
Scheduled Caste t,r a Scllcuuhd't•Iibe or sucrii property betonis to
such member, shall be punishable with imprisonment for life and
with One;

(ui) hnuwiut;ly mil- ha.ing re;.;uu to believe that an offence has

evidence of the
cCI111oiSEior. .][ I uileli.. I.. dit:il.y.l^si with the intention of ocreco

luq il.i J;...,6 a ^ 1.1, ur y;461 I!. .t intention pi..

hill' ,flU;i^L.it.u, .r.t :I .... t. a tv{I.rh tie i.nuws or Lo174. .. c,.

to be false, stud; be punishable with the punishuent provided for
that offence; or

been cornloitlcJ outer t,i.. Che .ptcr, causes any

(vii) being; - public .,t. rvar.i ;,,uouus ally ullence under this
section ; shall L< LLit l-l.,.IL-- w ill i;ll, ,tsunment b w it term which
slw}1 hot he It. +l-un, ;,,, tut .; Imlt clay extend to the ptiii h-
rueuk lnuvi:ic^l {..r that, 'l..tc...

Pwnih.
meat fur
nc({:uci
of <ditles.

at Le .c.1 titan oney?but which r1i}11,erttenNi;)p the ppfr.)alt-
U tar It11?t Gtlenee.

-1. AVli c' ♦rer, Lul:. :, I .il i t: .::r-:;ii "Ilk 14.51 be tb ; hlcruncr ul
Set edule Caste or Si ii in.!c.l l'r41 w•itfuily lleglc L his duties re-
quired to hi. perforii d Ly hint under this Act, s}lull L punishable with
&rnprisontjynt for tern vrtinh shall not be less than six months hot

/lileh rn Av .ivt..na i., .

;.gt,a.k4- G.,Cnc, in tl Le put, pkiLle will, i1 1#4unzn wit for^ ,a etxn

i:apit ^pconviuly 1 tar he utlruce or Anyuttel>`e subsequent toti.

S. Wiigever, burin,; already burn convicted of an offence wider this
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6. Subject to the other provisions of this Act, the provisions of suction
34, Chapter 111, Chapter IV, Chapter V. Chapter VA, sectiuas 1.19 and

Itlu, Chapter XXIII of the Indian Penal Cude, shall, :;o far as may bar. apply
for the purposes of this Act as they apply for the purposes of the Indian

° Penal Code.

7. (1) Where a pctsun has been convicted of any offence punishable
under this Chapter, the Special Court may, in addition to awarding any
punishment, by order In writing, declare that tiny property, movable or
lnuno ublc or both, belonging to the person, which has been used for the
corninisslon of that ullence, shall stand futNited to Guvernnient.

(2) Where any per: on is accused of any offence under this Chapter, it
shall be open to the Special Court trying him to pass an order that all or
any of the properties, movable or immovable or built, belonging to hint,
shall, during the period of such trial , be attached, and where such trial
ends in conviction, the property so attached shall be liable to forfeiture

to the extent it is required for the purpose of realisatiun of any fine im-
posed under this Chapter. ;

8. In a prosecution for an offence tinder this Chapter, if it is proved
that-

(a).the accused rendered any financial assistance to a person
accused of, or reasonably suspected of, conrluitting , an offence under
this Chapter, the Special Court shall presume, unless the contrary
is'provL'd, that such person had ubettett fire offence;

(b) a group of persons committed slit cCIence under this Chapter
and if it is proved that the offence committed was a sequel to any exis-
ting dispute regarding land or any other matter , It shall be presumed
that the offence was committed in furtherance of the common inten-
tion or in prosecution of the common object.

Applica-
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9. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code or in any Cooler-
nlher provision of this Act, the State Gnvctsoov sl assay, if it considers social of
it necessary or expedient so to du,- puw'er,.

(a) for the prevention of and for coping with any offence under
this Act, or

(b) fur any case or ctaas or gtuop of case :: under this Act,

jai any diulriet or port thereof , confer , by votiliyutiun in the Ollicial (Ia:xtle,
pas any officer of the State. Goveum nenl , Ilse powers e ►ereisable by a
police officer under the Code In such district or part thereof or, as the
pase.rnay be, for such case or class or group of cases , and in particular,
the powers of arrest, investigation and prosecution of persons before any
9peciul, Court. -

(2) All officers of police and all other officers of Goverlunent shall
assist Lite officer referred to in sub-section ( 1) in the execution of the
provisions of 'this Act or any rule, scheme or order made thereunder.
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(3) The pruviuiulls Of the
111.1y be, apply 141 Ilu•exercise of the powers by all utlicer under sub-section (1).

CIlAPi'Ei( Ill

Ex rcnl+ r,%Eu r

It e llla Val

of peroon
likely to

10. (1) Where the Special Court is salislieJ, uiwn a cuulplaint or it
puliru report that a person is likely to commit an offence under Cha lp gr

LOmudt It of this Act In any urea included in 'ScbeJuled Areas' or 'tribal
areas',

whence, us referred to in urtlelu 2.1.1 of the Cunstiluliuu, It may, by order in lvrlt-

Ing, direct such person to remove Itinnseif beyond (Ile limits of such area,
by such route and within such time as may be specified in the order, and 'tt

not to return to that area from which lie was directed to remove uitnself
fur such period, not exceeding two years, as may be specified in the order.

(2) The Special Court -sbail, along with the older under sub-section
(1), communicate to the person directed under

that sub-section the
grounds on which such order has been made.

Procedure
on failure
of person
to remove
hiniselt
from
area and
Ca t er

thereon

after
removal,

(3) The Special Court may revoke or modify the order made under sub-

section (l), for the reasons to be recorded In writing, on the representation

made by the person against whom such order has been made or by any
other person tin his behalf wilhtn thirty days from the dale of the order.

11, (1) If it person to wlwnt u direction ILL been issued uudur section .11.4
10 to remove himself from any area-

(a) fail; to remove himself as directed; or

(b) having so removed hhuse1t enters such area within the
period specified in the order.

otherwise than with the permission in wrilinri of the Special Court under
sub-section (2), the Special Court may cause him to be arrested and

removed in police custody to such Mace outside such area as the Special
Court may specify.

I

(2) The Special Court may, by under in writing, (,'Anil ally I,crxnl
in respect of whom all nuclei under section Ill has been wtulc, to return

to tine area front which he wai directed h) remove himself fur such letn-

pnrary period and subJect to such cunditluns us MAY be rpertlit'd in melt

order and stay requite hire .lo rxerutc a baud with or without aulety I'll
the due obscrvatiun of the cundihorts itupu,.ed.

(J) The Special Court utay at any time revoke any auch perrni ► sion.

(4) Any person who, with such perrltission returns to the
area (lout

which lie was directed to rentave hirrucif shall observe the cun,lilluns im_

posed, and at the expiry of the temporary period for which lie was per

initted to return, or on the revocation of such permission before the expiry
of such temporary period, shall

remove hialself outside such area and
shall not return thereto within the. unexpired - portion specified undersection 10 without a fresh permission.

.i



(5) If a person fails to observe any of the conditions iuil'usLd ur to

remove himself accutdiugly or havutg so r:moved hitttsclf enters ur

returns to such area without Itest pellnts;iurt the Special Court may

cause Will to be urre.ncd and r.novcd in police Inuutody to such place

outside such area as the Special Count ur y :.pecify.

12. (1) Every person ug:dnst whom an order has been etude under

section 10 shall, if so required by the Special Court. allow his ntcuyure-

menls and photographs to be titken by u police officer.

(2) if any person referred to lit sub-section (1), when required to
allow his measurements or photogulphs to be luken, resists or refuses to
allow the taking of such measurements or pholographs, it shall be lawful

to use all necessary means to secure the taking thereof.

(3) Resistance to or refusal to allow the taking of measurements

photographs under sub-section (2) shall he deemed to be an offence

45 ci Ibt,O under section-186 of the Indian Penal Code.

(4) Where an order under section 10 is revoked , all ineasurentents

and photographs (including negatives) taken under sub-section (2)

shall be destroyed or made over to the person against whom such order

Is mado.

13. Any person contravening all order of the Special Court made
tinder section 10 shall be punishable v,ith lutprisounlent for u term which
may extend to one year and with line.

CIIAVI EIt 1V
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SPECIAL Coin S

14. For the purpose of providing for speedy trial, the State Govern- Special

rnent shall, with the concurrence of the Chief Justice of the High Court, Count.

by notification in the Official Gazelle, specify for each district a Count

of Session to be at Special Court to try the offences tinder this Act.

15. For every Special Court , the St a te Government shall. by nutilicu-

:'1 thou In the Ollicial Gazette , star city u Public 1'roseculur or appoint all

advocate who has been fu practice as nit adcucato fur nut less than seven

years , as a Special Public Prusecttlur for llte purpuse of cwtductina cubes

in that Court.

22 cf 7665.

CHAPTEIt V

1`1t:.cr:u.AnEaus

16. The provlslons of section IOA of the Protection of Civil Rights
Act, 1955 shat, so far as may be; apply for the purposes of imposition
and realisation of collective line aad.for all rlher matters connected

therewith under this. Act.
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17. (1) A DisLrict tlagutr:ne ur a Sttb,ltvit iuual t.1agislrate ur any
Other Executive Mafpatrate ur tiny police ullutet not below the Rink of

a Deputy Superill leutlcnl of 1'u1ice tu;,y, on tcrriving inhumation andkiller such inquiry as ho ntay think neces:n:y, has rc;tsun to believe that
a pursue Or Lt group Of pet ;wts nut bclunl,iul ; to the Scheduled Castes ur
the Scheduled'l'ribes, residing, In or ftequcnting any place within the local
limits (.f his jurisdiction is likely to cuiutt,il at ullcucc or has Ilucalc•n-
ed to cotumil tiny oftener ' under this Act autl 13 It the Opinion that
there is sufllclent ground for pioccudhtg, declare such all area to be
an area prone to atrocities and take necessary oeiiun-for keeping the
peace and good behaviour and maintenance of public order and lran-
qulllily and may take preventive actiur..

(2) The provisions of Chapters Vlld X and Xl of the Code shall, so far
as ma ,v be, apply for the purposes of sub-section (1).

(3) The State Goverment may, by notification in the Official Gazette,
make one or more schemes specify;nv the manner in which the officers

/referred to in sub-section (1) shall take appropriate action specified In
such schema or schemes to prevent r,lrocitles and to restore the feeling
of security amongst the members of the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes.

18. Nothing in section 93d of the Code shall apply all ielution tI ally
case involving the arrest of ally person on en accusation of having
committed an Offence tinder this ALL

19. The provisions of section 3d0 of the Code and the provisions of the
Probation of Offenders Act, 19C•' shrill not apply to any person above
the age of eighteen years who is found guilty
offence under this Act

of having couunilled an
.

2U. Save as otherwise I,ruvidc.l in this Act, the ptuvisiuns of this Act

shall have tiled notwithstaudurl; anythinr utnntsiaent theressvlh con-
talned In any other low fur the lime (xlug in fug ce or any cuslun ur
usage or any Instrument having effect by virtue of any such law.

21. (1) Subject to such rules as the Central Government may make
in this bolialf, the State Governnteut shall (like such utensures as ntay
be necessary for the eliective itnplementulion of this Act.

(2) In particular . and without prejudice to file generality of the fore-
going provisions , such neasurej may include,-

(i) the provision for adequate facilities, including legal aid. to

. 2Uof (Did.
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