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TilE SCHEDULED CASTES AND THY SCHEDULED THIBES
. (PREVENTION OF ATROCITIES) pgt, 1908
N 1" - .
N Lot
to prevent the commissivn of offences of atrecities against the members
of the Scheduled Castes end the Scheduled Tribes, to provide for
Special Courts for the trial of such offences aud jor the relief and re-

habilitation of the victims of such offenr:y und jor matters connerled
thercwith or incidental thereto,

Be {t enacted by Parlinment in the Fortieth Year of the Republie ot
Indin as {ollows—
' Clll\l"l‘l Ri
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1. (1) 'l‘lus Act may bo called the bclwduluJ Castley and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1909 .

(2) Tt extonds Lo the wholu of India excep! the State of Jammu  und
Kushmlr,

{3) It shall come inlo lorce on such date sy the Central Governimnend

-z MY, by nollﬁculmn in the Gifjciul Gazelte, ..uppuml

W -.t.

-
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1874, .

'\\d (l) In ‘this Act, unless the conlext otl. erwise requires,—
v (a) “atrocity” meens an affence. pum.,hable under secl‘;on 3;

{b) “Code" means the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973;
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Punieh.
nivnte tor
offencey of
uirotities,

(c} "Sceheduled Castes and Seheduled Tribes™ shall have the
meaniongs assigoned tg them respectively under clause (24) ang clause
(25) of wrllele 364 of (he Constitution;

(d} "Special Court” means a Court of Sestion specifled ps u
Spuecial Caurt in section 14; .

(¢) "Special Public Prosccutor” means a Public Prosecutor speci-
fied us a Special Public Prosceutor or an advocate referred fo i see-
lion 15; !

(/) words and expressions ured but not dufined in this Act and

~defned in the Code-or the Indion Penal Code shatl have

assigned to them respectivel
the Indian Penal Cude.

the meanings
y in the Code, or us the case may be, in

(2) Any reference in this Act to any enaclinent

or any provision
therecf shall, in relation to an are:

i which such enactment or such pro-
visior is not in force, Le construed as a reference to the cortesponding law,
if any, in force In thit wrea.

CHADPTER 11
OFFENCES GF ATHOCITIES

70 (1Y Whoever, not being a member of o Scheduted Custe or o Schie-
daled Tribe —

" (i) forces g tacmber of o Scheduled Caste or o Seheduleq ribe
- lo drink or calany inedibl: o5 obnoxjous substance, '
(1) acts with iatent by cause injury, insult or annoyance Lo any
member of o Scheduled Coute or 5 Schicduled Tribe by dumping ex-
creta, waste maltter, carcassey on any othvr obnoxivus substunce ‘0 his
premises or neiphbeurhiod; )

(iti) forcibly removes clothies from the person of a member of a
Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Trjbe or parades him naked oy with
painted fuce or body or commils any similar act which is derogatory
to human digolty;

{iv) wronglully m‘cuiiius ur cullivates any land owned by, w
allotted Lo, or nolilied Ly any cotnpelent authouty to he allotled (o,
member of a Schedulud Caste or 5 Scheduied Tribe or prels the band
allotted to bim tranuferred; '

() wronglully dispesesscs & mcmber of g Scheduted Ciste or u
Scheduled Tribe feen Ws lond or premises or inlerferey

with  the
enjoyment of his rithts vver any land, prennses or walcer;

fvi) compels o entlees o membe- of o Seheduled Coste o 4
Schoduled Trihe v do toepar' o other sanbar furimg ol furced or
Voaded [ubcur ot o tbun uny compulsury service for public fui-
oses ‘mposed by foveinment; ' '

(v v forces or utinaidates a member  of 2 Scheduled Cuaste or
a Sun J Tribe 1ot to vole or to vole Lo a particular cendidate or
b v oo manuae other than that provided by law;

)
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(vit) institules fulse, malicious or vexutious suit or criminal or

other legul procecdings Against a riember of a Scheduled Cusle or a
Scheduled Trjbe;

(x) glves any false or frivalous infusinaticn to
vuul und thereby cuusey such public
to lhe injury or
Scheduled Pribe,

—
%juluntionully insults or intimidates

4 member of a Scheduled Caste or
within public view;

il

any public sep.
s@ivant tu use his law(ul power

~iinoyutiee of 4 member of a Scheduled Caste or a

with inteny to humiliule
u Scheduled Iribe in uny place

By

[
-

(x1) assuults or uses force to any wouan belonging to a Sche-

duled Caste or a Scheduleq Tribe with intent to dishénour o oulrage
her modesty;

(xii) being in & position to dominate the will of a woman pe-

longing to a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe and useg that

position 1o explojt her sexually to which she would npt have other.
wise agreed;

(031} corrupts or fouls the waler of any spring, reservoir  or
» 3hy other source ordinacily used by members of the Scheduled Castes

or the Scheduted Tribes so as to render o less fit for the purpose for
~which it i ordinarily used;

(xiv) denies u member of @& Scheduled Casle or 4 Scheduled
Tribe any customary right of passage to v place of public pesorl or
obsivucts such 'mcmber 5¢ u4s to prevent him from using or having
wecess to a place of public resort to which other members of public
hr eny section thereof have a right o use or access {o;

cheduled Casle ur - g
4ve his house, villupe or othe plies

(av) forces or causes o member of 2 S
Scheduled Tribe to o ol resi-
dence,

'
.

At for a term which shall ot be
nomiy extend 10 five years and with flae.

shiall be punishalle with imprisonime
less than six mouths but whic

(2) Whoever, not being o member

al o Scheduleg Custe Cr
duled Tribe —

& Sche.

.

) EBives or fabricutes folse evicenee o cadinr (i Ly
AL 1o be Doty that be will thereby coaae
chedated Cuaste or g Schodullod Trive 1o Lo
see whilds is capital Ly tha )

4
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babijeales flsy evidence  nlending thercby o
‘{’; ;‘ 5 kuuwn gty b uiu,%i; that b will thereby couse,  any
; Fiof o Seiw detiud Coste g @ Hobeduled Fribe 1o be convicled

1:. o[ i} tedli TR L e e
SE . fur o weinn of s
' I priggutacay £

bl piteiilib iy wiil HBPrise g

Siafn, nl MEWLLUD snasd G DUILSBALLe with
Clvbal b iad ol e bess thaa six months bt
Cowhich may extend 1o weven wears oo upwards and with fine;
. - .
b coinat, ket Ly dire Giouny explosive substance  in-
ekl o ciiae e Knewia o0 g0 b Gk ly that he wall thereby cause
duiiige 10wy poapeity cewsadgnpe oo manber of a0 Scheduled

4 Caste or a behedaled T, shatl e punishable with imprisonmmt
for o term which shall e Le lis: 1l.an 3ix momhs but which may
extend 1o oven yous and with ding !

(v} conuity sschie by bee weouny expiosive substance ine
tendimg 1o cuuse oo huowiig U to be Likely that he will thereby cuuse
destruetion of wuy bulldine which i ordinarily used ag a place of
warslip or as w piace for atman awelling or as a place for custudy
o af the preperty by u machsber of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled

o Tribe, shall be punchable with ingnisominent for life and with fine;

.
]

: (v} coimmits any oflence ander the Indian Penal Code punish-
L / uble wilht bnprivosent T o wam of ten years oF wore agabnst o plr-
Fo ~ son ur property on e peotiad diat such person is o member of a
o { Scheduled Custe wr g Schoaubed ke or such property belongs to
;{ 1 such member, shall be pumshable with imprisonnent for . life and

with fliie;

(0i} Inuwingly or haviag rewson to believe (hat an offence has
been eommitled under thi. Chapler, causes any  evidence of the
colatniggion of ©ooU oflens Lo diagpes with the wmteation of serevin-
I e vhicoader e Te e et o w14 anteption T
Ay il o, Sspetrbn s ure e oo whheh e iows oF belic e
o to be falre, shiedi ve punshuble with the punishiment provided fos
' that offence; or

‘ i (t)‘ii) being w public soivact connmmts any offence under s
S section! shall Lo pusvibadde w o aptsuniment for a term awhich
.f C shatlmet be bes i we vear wat o iy extend to the punich-
E rncnl%_pruvniul for that leae o
R i P
i'u;jmhﬁf Wixgx\«u T T T B P T A T T SR IRT T OO Ly w tociaber ._¢
nieit, xor .

buscdill 4 Lam. or o4 "Hn.‘ul ted i, walfully nepless bis duties 1o

: mi cet

: qmred to hu-pe'lum ed by him uader this Act, shall by punlbhublc with
of sdullcai.
‘ lmpn:omnqut for o ferm which ..a;.m nol be IusJ than six months bug

gg(hlch m? exfend to one year,
4’%“‘ :

i

Logiht
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Enbanced -3 Whoevu huviegs already been couvicled of an offence under (his
..-Kk.m:@al Lapier li- 'vuvu‘tml For the secgpd olftenee or any otlence sub.sequent Lo

g1 !m pivnee shsh be pu{
: not Le Tgug thun uiig 5

d fur thia oﬁenu.
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- Penal Code. ‘

shall be open to the Special Court trying him ta pass an order that all or

- assist the ‘officer referred to in sub-section (1) in the execution

3

6. Subjuct Lo the othey provisions of this Act, the provisions of section
34, Chapter III, Chapter IV, Chuapter V, Chapler VA, section 1Y and
Chapter XXII of the Indian Penal Code, shall, so far os may Le, apply
for the purpuses of this Act as they apply for the purposes of the Indian

7. (1) Where a person has been convicled of any vffente punishable
under this Chapter, the Special Court may, in additlon to awasrding any
punishment, by order in writing, declare thut any property, movable or
imumovable ve both, helonging to the persun, which has been used for the
commission of that offence, shall stand foufeited to Government,

(2) Where any person is accused of any offence under this Chapter, it
any of the properties, movable or immoviable or both, belonging to him,

shall, during the period of such trial, be atiached, and where such trial
ends in conviclion, the pruperty so attuched shall be liable to forfeiture
to the extent il is required for the purpose of rvealisation o[ any fine im-
posed under this Chapter. !

L

-

8. Inng prusncullon fur an offence under this Chapler, if it is proved
that—

(@)  the aceused rendered any financial  assistance to o person
accused of, or reasonably suspected of, conunitting, an oifence under
this Chapier, the Special Court shall presume, unless the contrary

_is ‘praved, that such pcr:;un had abetied tho ollunce;

(L) a grouy ot persang commiticd an cffence under this Chupler
and If it is proved that the offence committed was a sequel Lo any exis-
ting dispute regarding lund or any other matter, it shall be presumed
that the offence was committed in furtherance of the comnmon inten-
lion or in prosecution of the conunon object.

9. (1) Nolwithstanding unything centained in the Code ur in any

other provision of this Act, the State Governmend n 1y, if it considers
it neuua:.ury or expedient so to du,— '

*{u) for the prevention of nml for copingg with any afency under
Wiis Act, or

- (L) fur’uny case or cliss or group of cases under this Act,

inuny di‘nu"iul or purt theceol, confer, by potiigation i the Ofticial Gueelie,

pn any officer of the Stale Govermiment, the  powers  eacrelsable by o

_ pelica officer under the Code in zuch district or part thereof or, as  the

¢ase.may be, for such case or cluss or group of cases, and in particular,
the powers of arrest, investigation and pros.cuhon of persons before any

} ,Specwl Court. i

~-

(2) Al_l officers of police and ail ‘olher officers of Govermment shall

ol the
provisions of ‘this Act or any vule, scheme or order made thereunder
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(3 The pravisions of {he Codeshall, o far g may lu.-,'upply la (lne
exereise of the powers by an oflicer under sub-seetjon (1).

CHAIYIER I
Exiennsenr

W (1) Where the Speciat Court iy sulishied, upon a complaint o g
polico repoct that o person iy dikely 1o commit an offence under Chaplgr
IT of this Act in any urea included in ‘Schicduled Arcas’ or "tribal areas’,
as referved o in article 244 of the Cunstitulijon, It uy, by order i wilt-
Ing, direct such persun 1o remove himsell beyond the limits of such area,
by such route and within such time as
hot to return ta that arca from which he was directed to remove nimself
fur such period, nat exceeding two years, s may be speeified in the order.

(2) The Special Court shull, along with the oider under sub-scetion
(D), communicate to the persou directed under that  sub-section the
grounds on which such order has been inade.

(3) The Special Court may revoke or inodify the order made under sub-
section (1), for the reasons to be recorded in writing, on the fepresentalion
made by the person against whomn such order has been made or by any
other person on hls behall withly thirty days from the dute of the order.

L (D If o person to whom a direction g been issued under section

* 10 to remove himsell from any areg—
(¢) fails to remove himsell us directed; or

(b) huving so removed hiwselt vilers such  ureq

within  the
perlod specifled in the order.

otherwise than with the permission in writing of the Special Court under
sub-section (2), the Special Court may cause him to be  arrested  and
removed in police custody to sucl, pluce outsice such aren as the Special
Court may specify.
/

(2} The Special Court may, by ouder

in respecl of whom an mider under sechion W Lius Leen made, 1o return
to the area from which he wad directed to remove himself for such Lemn-
porary period wund subject to such conditions os imay be specilicd in sl

order and muay requite him 4o CMecle o boud walhe o without Hutety lov
the due observation of (he conditions impuosed,

I owriling, permid any PCT s

(3) The Speciul Court oy at uny time revoke any such peimission.

(4) Any person who, with such pe

vinissiun returns to the aren from
which he was directed to remaove himself shall observe the conditlong jin-

posed, und at the expiry of the temporary period for which he way per.
mitted to return, or on the revocation of such perission before
of such temporary period, shall remove hivuiself outside
shall nol return thereto within the.unexpired -
seclion 10 without a fresh permlssion.

the expiry
such area and
Porlion specified under

YT MRl 1 dh G S A ———

ay be specified in the order, and



“(5) 1f a persun fails to observe any of the conditions imposced or Lo
remove himsel! accordingly or having so romoved  himsed[ enlers or

- returng to such aren without [resh permission the Special Court may
cause hiln to Le arrested and removed in police castody to sueh place
tooutside such area as the Special Court nay spuecily.

12, (1) Every person ggalnst whom an order has been muade under Tulang
seclion 10 shall, if so sequired Ly the Special Court, sllow hig measure-  mwanite
ments and photographs to be luken by g police ollicer. ' ::;L::m und

. ] .
' (2) 1f any puerson referred to in sub-section (1), when required to E::"h:f

. allow his mieasurcments or photogruepby (o be luken, resists or refuses Lo pur-;om

- _allow the taking of such measurements or pholographs, it shall be Jawlul  apajast
to use all necessary means o secure the luking thereof. whom
. . order
(3) Resistance to or refusal 1o allow the tuking of measurements ¢ under
photographis under sub-seclion (2) shull e deemed to be an offence T;ﬂim“
. . . . 5
15 of 1660 .- ugdcr section . 186 of the Indian Penal Culdu. mude.
(4) Where an order under section 10 iy revoked, all measurements
-and photographs (including negatives) taken under sub-section  (2)
shall be destroyed or made over 1o the person against whom such order
is made.

J 13. Any person contravening sn order of the Speclal Court nade Penalty
under section 10 shall be punishable vath imprisonment fur o term which  fue non-
may extend to one year and with line. sompliance

of order
under
acction
10.
CHAPTER 1V
' SeEcial Counrs
- oo 14. For the purpose of providing for speedy tria); the Stale Govern-’ Speclal
« = " ment shall, with the concurrence of the Chief Justice of the High Court, Cout,

" by notilication in the Official Gazelle, specily for cach district a Court

. of Session lo be al Special Court to try the offences under this Act.

15. For every Special Courl, the State Govermment shall, by nolificn-  Special

C 4 ton In the WMlicinl Gazelle, speclfy o Publie Proscculur or appuint an };“b“"
ndvocnte who has been in practice as an advocato for not less than seven ruse-

cutor,
.. years, as a Special Pubhic Prusecutoe for (he purpuse ol canducting cones
in that Ceurl, - . =
B CHAPTER V
9y . . _ MiscrLANEOUS
16. The provisions of scction 10A of the Protection of Clvil Rights Power of
2l 1855,

Act; 1955 shall, so far as may be, apply for the purposes of tmposition Stute

, . . Govern-
and realisuvion of collective fine and.for sl olher mallers connected 0, 10
I ) .+ therewith under this. Acl. . impose
L i i _ collective
oot ’ fine.
€ . . ) AN
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sreferred to in sub-scction

17. (1) A District BMagistiate o o Sub-hvi jonal Magisteate or any
other Lixeculive Magistrate or any police ollver not below the runk of
a Deputy Superintendent of Police may, on receiving information and
aller such inguiry ay he may think necesvary, has teason Lo belicve that
4 person or a group of persony not belonging to the Schedubed Castes or
the Scheduled "Fribes, rexiding in or hequenting any place within the local
lits of his jurisdiction iy Lkely to comumit an offence  or hug threalen.
ed to commit uny ollence under this Act angd 13 of the oplnion that
there s sufliclent ground for proceeding, declare such an urea to be
anoarea prone to atrocities and take heeessary uction<for keeping the
peace and good behaviour and maintenance of public order and tran-
quillity and may take pieventive actior,

(2) The provisions of Chapters VIII, X and XI of the

Code shall, so far
as may be, apply for the purposcs of sub-section (1).

(3) The State Goverment may,

by notification in the Official Gazette,
make one or more schemes specify

‘e the manner in which the officers
(I} shall take appropriate action specified in
such scheme or schemes to prevent atrocitics ynd to restore
of security amongst the members
Scheduled Tribes,

the feeling
of the Scheduled Castes and the

18, Nothlng in sectlon 4Jd of the Code

shall apply in 1elution to uny
case Involving the avrest of

dly person on an accusstion of having
committed an offence under this Act,

189. The provisluns of scction 340 of
Probation of Offerders Act, 1952 sh
the age of cighteen ye
offence under this Act

the Code and the provisions of (he

sl not apply to any person abgve
ars who s foung guilty of having committed

in

20. Suve as otherwise Lrovided in this Act, the

provisions of this Act
shall have elleet

wlwithstanding: anything inconsiale
talued In uny other luw lur the Litne belng in force
usage or uny Instrumcnt having clfeel by virtue o

nt thesewsth con-
or any cusloin or
any such luw.

~ 21 (1) Suabject to such rules as the Centrnl  CGovernment nmay nbke

in this bohalf, the State Govermment shall tuke such Mmensures ng may
be necessary for the cifective implamentation of this Act.

(¢) In purticular. and withou prejudice to the

Eencrality of the fore.
Koitlg provisions, such micasurcs may include,—

(i) the provision for adequate facilities, 'including legul aid, to

- ————
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the persong sebivcted o troritics to enable  (heg to avail {hiem-
stiveyg of j”"'i’vl'i .

() the provisjon tor Erinveiling: gy e ce Capensey te
whihesses, fneho e ), vidlhis of ahracitics, dhuring vest iun

1l deinl of silviices tad ey iy A

(66) the provision for the crunnmic  und socin] rehabidifation of
tho victitas of (ho ntruciljues,

(iv) the appeintiueny of dallicers fog initiating o exorehving
#epervision over prosccutions for the contravention of (he Irovij-
sieus of thiy At ! .

(v) the scuting up of conmittees a1 syely appropriate fevelg ps
‘he State Guivernment nay think fit to assist

r
vy

nulativn op iplenentation of such measures

that Government in
:

(vi) provision for petiodic suryey of the working of the pro-
visions of this et with a view (o suggesting tcasures for {he pefler
implementation of the provisiong of this Act;

L]

(vii)} the @lentification of the arcus where  (he members of the

Scheduled Custes mul the Scheduted Tribey nrg filicly -fo by subjected

12 troeities wie nedoption of yuepy IMEUSHEeS 50 e {0 ensurp enfety fur
¥uubh meombers, L

]
L

sr"-'_y_ito'cq-oul_lp:'.‘ Mhe ineastrves taken by the State Governments under
tubssenifon (1), . :

() The Central Government shall, every yeur, Place on the  table
ef v~4 House of Parlisment o report on e measures taken by jt- s
aud by the State Governments iy putsuance of the provisions of ihis
Bl ot i '

G osuil, proseeution Cr other Jepn) Procecdings whall iy apgaist the
L oveie b op against o Slote Govermaent or any oflicer or
T, of  Guve sunent  of any other gy {or onything
whirh g gued Luith done or intondod to be dene ang

o
s
1

TR

'1"‘|ln':.' acl,

Sy The Centeat Clovernmaoens may, by notticgto, in-the Omicial

Conelie, ke ruies for Cariyingm ot e of i At

PNCCY Iuie ponde yinder i At bty e Vet
’, HES

o anny b
PoL T R aad s Ve for e i, oo o oL

; Hoenl winhe by gy ogn sencion
fve notdia) period of thivty days v ohicly iy b corpri o]

Ur i WO R more sucionsive o LA R T Py el th

L sesglegy

O immudiul';l;.‘ felloveing the ession S O TO seniogg
A N Loth Hovses BEaee o Nipg DTy peed e e oroig or
Loty TIovng nree ind Lhe (s Lol L not Lo ivete i pale shali [ARERE I
at ' drect anlcoig such s v e Lo oo M TS P
CUT T e g0, hie e e, thiat s, Lo vt <o uhiment -
SRS L EA T PR PP RELISASETL AR 1Y TR et e v

L I
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) The Central Government shall tuka such steps a9 nminy be prres..
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